The Lord is Near – A Message from Bishop Kevin
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Diocese of Elphin,
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, I want to send my prayers and blessings to you all
for the coming Christmas season. Our hope is renewed as we celebrate the birth of
Jesus who is “Emmanuel – God-with-Us”. I am delighted that we will have the
opportunity to gather in our Churches, even if it is in smaller numbers than usual, to
celebrate his birth. I am very grateful to our priests and deacons and to the many
volunteers in all our parishes, who are working so hard to facilitate the participation
of as many people as possible.
As I read the Gospel accounts of Saints Matthew and Luke, I find it interesting that
people came to pay homage to Jesus at different times. The shepherds were there
at his birth. The three kings arrived later. But they were all there to worship Him
and to celebrate his birth and each one’s visit was important. Christmas is a season
rather than just a day. I encourage you to be patient and generous and to support
the arrangements which have been put in place in your own parish. If it turns out
not to be possible for you to get a place at Mass on Christmas Eve or Christmas
Day, don’t think of yourself as having been excluded. Imagine yourself, instead, as
one of the three Kings, coming a few days later. Your place in the Christmas story is
just as important as theirs and we will be there to celebrate it with you.
Meanwhile, I encourage you to make use of the opportunity presented by radio and
by social media to join in prayer with your parish community, on a regular basis
over these days of Christmas. I encourage you also, outside of Mass times, to pay a
visit to the crib and to pray there for a moment, following all the usual health
guidelines to keep everyone safe.
I am conscious that this has been a stressful and challenging year for all of you. We
have lost family members and friends, cancelled plans and made many sacrifices. I
will remember your intentions as I celebrate Mass over the Christmas. In the midst
of all of this many of you have gone out of your way to continue your contributions
to the support of your parish, even when there was no public Mass. I want to thank
you for your generosity and to ask your continued support.
As you may be aware, the income of priests depends almost entirely on the
contributions received at Easter and Pentecost and Christmas, as well as the
November offerings. While the priests continued to provide pastoral services, the
contributions at Easter and Pentecost and in November were badly affected by the
closure. In so far as it is possible under the circumstances, I ask you to make your
usual contribution for the support of the priest over the Christmas season.
I take this opportunity to wish all of you and your extended families, whether at
home or abroad, every blessing and peace for Christmas and for the year ahead.

+Kevin Doran (Bishop of Elphin)

