
 

 

 

Funerals during the Covid-19 Pandemic in Ss. Peter & Paul’s Parish. 

 

The death of a loved one is always an exceedingly difficult time in our lives. When this 

happens we all try our best to both give the person the best funeral we can in recognition 

of their life and for those who knew the person they wish to let the families know they are 

there to support them. 

In these strange Covid-19 Pandemic days many things have had to change in the quest to 

slow down the spread of this virus and in turn save lives. One of the most noticeable are the 

restrictions on gatherings and numbers attending church.  

At this time, the MAXIMUM number that we can allow attend a funeral is 50.  

With regard for families and close friends I would ask people to be mindful of this and to 

allow those 50 places in our churches be kept free for family and invited close friends.  

In recent weeks we have noted a huge increase in the numbers wishing to attend funerals, 

sadly at this time the Covid-19 regulations prevent us from allowing more than 50 people 

into the church. If we start allowing more than this number in, we run the risk of both 

spreading the virus to others because of high numbers and of the church being sanctioned 

and prevented from holding public Masses.  

There are other ways we can show support to those grieving the loss of a loved one and still 

uphold the regulations imposed by the Government. 

• You can pay respects by standing by the roadside as the funeral passes on the way 

to the church or Graveyard. 

• You can stand socially distanced across the road from the church to show respect 

and support for the family of the deceased. 

• On rip.ie they have the option to leave a message of condolence for the family. 

While I am too aware that we are all beginning to suffer from a bit of “Covid-19 fatigue” 

the last few days have shown us just how active this virus still is. We have been very lucky 

that this area had not been hit as hard as many other areas in Ireland but we need to 

continue to work together to keep the numbers of cases down and to do our bit to 

eliminate Covid-19. 
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