
Ongoing Pastoral Care in our Parish 

We remain available to respond to sick calls, pastoral needs or if you want a chat during 

this period of restrictions. Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can be of any help. 

For Sick / House Call requests please call Fr. John 0906 6490874  

Fr. John Deignan P.P.   090-6490874    frjohndeignan@gmail.com 

Fr. Bernard Ngalame C.C.  090 -6492171  bernardngalame@gmail.com 

Fr. Michael Hickey CSSp  090-6437125   michaelhickeycssp@gmail.com 
 

The Parish Offices in Forthill House & Drum are closed for the foreseeable future 

St Peters Parish Covid-19 Community Response Group 

A voluntary community response group has been established in the Parish of Ss Peter 

and Paul's Athlone (Including Drum & Clonown Areas) to assist those who may be 

self isolating or cocooned, to get groceries, medications etc, or lonely at this time.  

For Assistance 24 / 7 call 087 7195022 

May 17th 2020  
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite me wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 Our Parish on-line  

Email: stpetersparishathlone@gmail.com 

www.sspeterandpaulsparishathlone.com  

Facebook.com/Sspeterandpaulsparish - 

Twitter ; @stpetersathlone  

Live Camera Feed  

Please remember to check in on your neighbours especially those who live alone or are elderly,  
a phone call or a kind gesture can make a huge difference to many. 

Mass intentions this Week in  Ss. Peter & Paul’s Parish             

All Masses are streamed on www.churchservices.tv/athlone. 

There are no Masses in Drum or Clonown Churches due to the Coronavirus re-

strictions.  All booked intentions will be included in the Mass from  

Ss. Peter & Paul’s Church each  day.  

For the duration of the Coronavirus restrictions Masses will not be said in  

public to conform with Government Policy & for the protection of health. 

Sunday 17th May  

   11:00 am   People of the Parish  

     Special Intention  

     Kathleen Kenny Months mind 

     Teresa Lennon, Oldtown (1st Anniv)   

     and Her Husband Tom, Jimmy Lennon, 

     Paul Kearney, Teresa Keogh,     

Monday  9:30 am  Enda Fallon  

Tuesday  9:30 am        Jackie & Maureen Dowling 

     Frank Sean Martina Dowling 

Wednesday  9:30 am  Front Line Workers, Private Intention. 

Thursday  9:30 am  Rose Morgan, Catherine & William Heavey 

     John, Phoebe and Tim Duignan, Doohan. 

Friday   9:30 am      Eileen Henry, Phyllis Ruane  

     Edwin (Sonny) Teape, Clonark. 

Saturday   9:30 am Bridget Egan 1st Anniv   

Sunday 24th May  

   11:00 am  Patrick & Ellen Dunning, Mary & Tom Gill 

     Josie & Hugh O’Neil; Lisa Dolan, Clonark,  

     Annie & Patrick Dolan; John, Kate & Mike Gavin,  

     Cappamore. Andy Lynam 

St Vincent de Paul 
We are living in very strange times. Covid 19 has changed our lives in so many ways. At this 
time we are all encouraged to reach out to our neighbours, to help and to give to others 
who are in need. But we must also remember that we all need help sometimes.  
Please contact SVP on (091) 563 233 or email info.west@svp.ie or  visit our website 
at www.svp.ie 

New Online Donation Facility 

Dear parishioners, we are grateful for your encouragement in these times as we try to 

serve you in changed circumstances. Many of you have asked about how you can     

continue supporting your parish and your diocese, while the crisis continues.   

We appreciate that and we have now provided an online donation facility for those of 

you who are in a position to support us in this way. You can donate online 

at www.elphindiocese.ie and choose your parish.  With grateful thanks.   

Franciscan Friary Athlone 
The Athlone Franciscans' Tuesday Perpetual Novena Mass in honour of St Anthony can now be viewed on 
YouTube, on Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm. Just Google YouTube franciscansathlone or visit our web-
site www.franciscansathlone.org The Friary Office is closed. During the month of May you can join the Fri-
ars to pray the Rosary at 12.00 noon on Saturdays. 

http://www.elphindiocese.ie/


To all First Holy Communion Candidates in the Parish 

Dear girls and boys, 

I know we were all looking forward to celebrating your First Holy Communion over the 

next three Saturday’s. I am sure like me you are a bit sad that it will on happen as 

planned. You were I am sure looking forward to celebrating with your family, classmates, 

and friends but it is not possible until we get rid of a virus, which makes people sick. 

This will go away but it might take a long time. When it is ok we will have a great day to 

celebrate Jesus our friend coming to us in a very special way in Holy Communion. But we 

are not to forget that Jesus is with us all the time. Continue to say your     prayers and your 

preparation to receive Jesus, the Bread of Life. 

I am praying for you all at this time and we remember and give thanks for all the people 

who are helping all of us at the moment. 

You will be able to meet your granny, granddad, and your friends again, whom I know 

you miss very much. everything will be alright again soon.  
I will let you know, as soon as I can, when we can celebrate your First Holy Communion. 

Blessings to you and your family. 

 Fr. John     
 Fr. John and the Parish Team  

Covid-19 Restrictions 

As most of you probably know the restrictions regarding public masses should be lifted on 

July 20th all going to plan. As of now we are expecting that even at that time it will be 

with restricted numbers in the churches and with strict social distancing in place.  
Baptisms 

We would hope to be able to reschedule all postponed baptisms once this date is con-

firmed to us. We will contact you directly once it is. 
Sacraments of First Holy Communion & Confirmation 

We have no update yet regarding First Holy Communion & Confirmation but will advise 

you of the dates as soon as we do.  
Weddings 

Most weddings scheduled for 2020 have now been rescheduled for 2021. 
Funerals 

Funerals are a very special and important time in the life of a family. Sadly due to the 

Coronavirus restrictions we must comply with a number of new regulations. The priest  

and funeral director working with the family will let you what what the regulations are at 

that time.  

For now ALL funerals are to be very simple, with the priest doing all readings and prayers 

in the Church, the number allowed to attend the funeral is 10 people. To assist those who 

wish to be a part of the funeral we stream all funerals through our website and at the 

request of the family, in advance of the funeral, we can record the ceremony.  

A Thought 

“Revere the Lord in your hearts,” says Saint Peter. This reverence should reach out into all 

our other relationships too. If, on the contrary, reverence for God is lost, nothing is truly 

sacred anymore. And, as a quiet warning to people engaged in religious debate, in Ire-

land and elsewhere, Peter urges us to make our arguments “with courtesy and respect,” 

qualities that are notably lacking in the discussion of political and social issues on our 

ubiquitous media. Reverence for God, respect and courtesy for others are parts of the 

same virtue. Not all courteous persons are explicit followers of Jesus Christ, but neither is a 

discourteous person ever a true followers of his way. 

Stay with us Lord; for it is almost Evening—Short Online Reflections  

Stay with us Lord; for it is almost Evening – Short Online Reflections  

The six Western Dioceses (the Tuam Province) have planned a new initiative as part of the 

ongoing response to the pastoral challenge presented by COVID-19.  

One of the important Gospel stories of these Easter days is the account of how the two 

disciples met the Risen Jesus on the road to Emmaus and how they asked him: “Stay With 

Us Lord ; it is almost Evening”. With this in mind, we are inviting you to join us for a short (20 

min.) Reflection, each Sunday evening at 6.30 pm between now and Pentecost. Each 

reflection will be given by a different guest presenter and will be broadcast on webcam 

from a different location in the West. This Sunday 17th May, Dr Máirín Glenn and Mr     

Redmond Connolly will give the reflection live from St Muredach’s Cathedral, Ballina in 

the Diocese of Killala.  You can watch live at www.churchtv.ie/ballina 

Elphin Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2020 

It is with great disappointment that we convey the news about our pilgrimage to Lourdes 

this year. It is postponed and will be rescheduled for 27th August 2021. Due to the Covid-

19 pandemic, governments, and health authorities (Ireland and France) have placed 

restrictions on movement and introduced physical distancing as a means of reducing the 

spread of the virus. It is in the light of these and other measures but above all, the health 

and safety of our pilgrims that this decision was made. Thank you for your support and 

understanding. Let us trust in our loving God, seeking our Blessed Lady's protection and 

the intercession of St. Bernadette. 

Prayers at Home  

 In these extraordinary times when we cannot gather for Mass, we would encourage 

you to download and print out this prayer booklet for use at home.  Perhaps consider 

printing off some copies to pass on to people who may not have internet access.  

While you can pray this at any time, a good time to do so would be at the time Mass 

is normally celebrated in your local parish.  

www.elphindiocese.ie/prayers-at-home-when-gathering-for-mass-is-not-possible/ 

Medjugorje Pilgrimage 

The Annual parish pilgrimage to Medjugorje was due to take place this coming 

week, Sadly due to the current restrictions it will not be taking place. We will plan to 

return to this very special place this time next year.  

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

May is the month of Our Lady, for the last 9 days of the month we will pray the       

Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Help after the 9.30am Mass on weekdays and after 

the 11am Mass on the Sundays. 

Starting Saturday May 23rd til Sunday May 31st. 

Daily intentions for the Novena 

 Saturday, For the Sick; Sunday, For Families;  

 Monday, For Our Doctors, Nurses and all who work in Health Care;  

 Tuesday, For Our Young People; Wednesday, For our emergency Services;  

 Thursday, For our Senior Citizens and those who live alone,  

 Friday; For Our Community; Saturday, For Our Students; Sunday, For Vocations  


